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Appendix F.  Aerial Imagery, Remote 1 

Sensing Data 2 

The SJRRP will use aerial imagery and remote sensing data when appropriate to aid in 3 

Reclamationôs understanding of agricultural practices and changes in cropping patterns. 4 

There are multiple sources of data readily available for download.  Three of the available 5 

sources of data presented in this appendix are: 6 

Á Landsat, 7 

Á Cropland Data Layer (CDL), and 8 

Á National Agriculture Imagery Program (NAIP). 9 

F.1 Landsat 10 

Landsat is a joint program of the USGS and the National Aeronautics and Space 11 

Administration (NASA).  Landsat is the worldôs longest running continuous collection of 12 

satellite-acquired remote sensing data. Landsat data is available monthly from 1999 13 

through the present via the USGSôs ñGlobal Visualization Viewerò internet portal 14 

(http://glovis.usgs.gov/).  Figures F-1 through F-3 show Landsat data for June 2007. 15 

Figures F-4 through F-6 show the same images for June 2012. The data shown in Figures 16 

F-1 through F-6 can be zoomed in and shown at a more local scale.  However, individual 17 

local-scale figures are not presented in this appendix. 18 

The Landsat 7 satellite contained the Enhanced Thematic Mapper Plus (ETM+) with 19 

multiple bands capable of assessing various vegetation characteristics.  Table F-1 lists the 20 

spectral bands available from the ETM+, as well as the Thematic Mapper (TM) on board 21 

Landsats 4 and 5. Landsat 8, which was launched in February 2013 and is now 22 

operational, carries two push-broom sensors: the Operational Land Imager (OLI) and 23 

Thermal Infrared Sensor (TIRS). Table F-2 provides information on the uses of the OLI 24 

and TIRS data. 25 

Tables F-1 and F-2 provide the use for each of the spectral bands from Landsat. 26 

Comparisons of Landsat data over multiple years inform how cropping and production 27 

may have changed in differing hydrologic conditions. 28 
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Table F-1.  1 
Landsat ETM+ and TM Band Designations and Uses 2 

Spectral Band
1
 

Resolution 

(meters) 
Use 

Band 1: blue-green 30 

Bathymetric mapping; distinguishes soil from 
vegetation; deciduous from coniferous  

vegetation 

Band 2: green 30 
Emphasizes peak vegetation, which is useful for 

assessing plant vigor 

Band 3: red 30 Emphasizes vegetation slopes 

Band 4: reflected IR 30 Emphasizes biomass content and shorelines 

Band 5: reflected IR 30 
Discriminates moisture content of soil and vegetation; 

penetrates thin clouds 

Band 6: thermal 120 
Useful for thermal mapping and estimated soil 

moisture 

Band 7: reflected IR 30 

Useful for mapping hydrothermally altered rocks 
associated with mineral deposits. 
Band 8ïpanchromatic  

 

Band 8: panchromatic 15 Useful in ósharpeningô multispectral images 

Note: 

1: Reproduced from: USGS. 2013. ñLandsat ï Global Land-Imaging Missionò. Fact Sheet 2012-3072. May. 

Table F-2.  3 
Landsat OLI and TIRS Band Designations and Uses 4 

Spectral Band
1
 

Resolution 

(meters) 
Use 

Band 1ïcoastal/aerosol 30 Increased coastal zone observations. 

Band 2ïblue 30 
Bathymetric mapping; distinguishes soil from 

vegetation; deciduous from coniferous vegetation. 

Band 3ïgreen 30 
Emphasizes peak vegetation, which is useful for 

assessing plant vigor. 

Band 4ïred 30 Emphasizes vegetation slopes. 

Band 5ïnear IR 30 
Emphasizes vegetation boundary between land and 

water, and landforms. 

Band 6ïSWIR 1 30 

Used in detecting plant drought stress and delineating 

burnt areas and fire-affected vegetation, and is also 

sensitive to the thermal radiation emitted by intense 

fires; can be used to detect active fires, especially 

during nighttime when the background interference 

from SWIR in reflected sunlight is absent. 

Band 7ïSWIR-1 30 

Used in detecting drought stress, burnt and fire-

affected areas, and can be used to detect active fires, 

especially at nighttime. 

Band 8ïpanchromatic 15 Useful in ósharpeningô multispectral images. 

Band 9ïcirrus 30 Useful in detecting cirrus clouds. 

Band 10ïTIRS 1 100 

Useful for mapping thermal differences in water 

currents, monitoring fires and other night studies, and 

estimating soil moisture. 

Band 11ïTIRS 2 100 Same as band 10 

Note: 

1: Reproduced from: USGS. 2013. ñLandsat ï Global Land-Imaging Missionò. Fact Sheet 2012-3072. May. 
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 1 
Figure F-1.  2 

Landsat Imagery for SJRRP Area, June 2007 (Map 1 of 3)3 
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 1 
Figure F-2.  2 

Landsat Imagery for SJRRP Area, June 2007 (Map 2 of 3)3 
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 1 
Figure F-3.  2 

Landsat Imagery for SJRRP Area, June 2007 (Map 3 of 3)3 
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 1 
Figure F-4.  2 

Landsat Imagery for SJRRP Area, June 2012 (Map 1 of 3)3 


