
10/3/2012

Preliminary Draft, Subject to Revision 1

Rod Meade

Restoration Administrator
September 28, 2012

Water Year Forecast Evolution
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Date

50% October-September

75% October-September

90% October-September

Wet/Normal-Wet

Normal-Wet/ Normal-Dry

Normal-Dry/Dry

Dry/Critical-High

Critical-High/Critical-Low

Actual September-October natural inflow
Normal-Wet

Normal-Dry

Dry

Critical-High

Critical-Low

50%, 75%, and 90% Exceedence SJR Runoff Forecasts for WY2012, with 

water year classification boundaries
Assume actual 
runoff on July 31 
=829 TAF

Allocation=308 
TAF
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Preliminary Draft, Subject to Revision 2

May 2, 2012 RA Recommendation

Schedule 

Start

Friant 

Default 

Flow (cfs)

Friant Capacity 

Constraint (cfs)

Default Flow 

Friant Interim 

Flow (cfs)

Gravelly Ford 

Flow Targets 

(cfs)

Assumed 

Riparian 

Demand (cfs)

RECLAMATION DEFAULT FLOW 
Spring 

Base Flow Flexible Flow Fall Flexible 

(acre-ft) (acre-ft) Flow (ac-ft)

SCHEDULE
Riparian 

Recruitment 

Flow (ac-ft)

RA RECOMMENDED 
Spring 

Base Flow Flexible Flow 

(acre-ft) (acre-ft)

FLOW SCHEDULE
Riparian 

Fall Flexible Recruitment 

Flow (ac-ft) Flow (ac-ft)

1-Mar 500 1,500 500 375 130 11,008 6,545

16-Mar 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,375 130 43,478 6,982

1-Apr 350 1,500 350 205 150 5,950 5,950

16-Apr 350 1,500 350 205 150 5,950 12,893

1-May

29-May

350

350

1,500

1,500

350

350

165

165

190

190

8,886

952

0

0

8,886

952

34,016 0

0

1-Jun 350 1,500 350 165 190 9,521 0 9,521 0

1-Jul 296* 1,500 296 71 230 8,063 8,063

1-Sep 350 1,500 350 145 210 8,331 8,331

1-Oct 350 1,500 350 195 160 11,683 11,683

1-Nov

7-Nov

700

700

1,500

1,500

700

700

575

575

130

130

6,783

4,522

6,783

4,522

11-Nov

1-Jan

1-Feb

350

350

350

1,500

1,500

1,500

350

350

350

235

255

255

120

100

100

23,266

15,372

13,884

23,266

15,372

13,884

*Default flow is 295.57 cfs, 

TOTAL FLOW RELEASE (ac-ft):

retained in calculation but rounded up here for illustration

Increased to 350 cfs due to

99,958 66,387

 increased 

11,306 0

DIFFERENCE (ac-ft):

assumed runoff 

99,958 66,386

0 0

>800+ TAF

11,306
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Date

RA May 2, 2012 Recommendation (cfs)

Reclamation Reported Actual Releases from Friant Dam (cfs)

307.734 TAF

285.483 TAF

22.250 TAF

7d

7d

22d

Friant Dam Capped Allocation (TAF):

Recommended Friant Dam Interim Flow and Riparian Releases (TAF):

Balance:

6.65TAF 6.60TAF

Comparison of 2012 Interim Flow Release Recommendations for Dry Year with 90% 

exceedence runoff of 770 TAF versus Actual Releases from July 31 forecast of 829 TAF runoff

Compare May 2 RA Recommendations to Actual Releases



10/3/2012

Preliminary Draft, Subject to Revision 3

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

1000

1100

1200

1300

1400

1500

1600

1700

1800

1900

2000

1
-F

e
b

8
-F

e
b

1
5

-F
e

b

2
2

-F
e

b

2
9

-F
e

b

7
-M

ar

1
4

-M
ar

2
1

-M
ar

2
8

-M
ar

4
-A

p
r

1
1

-A
p

r

1
8

-A
p

r

2
5

-A
p

r

2
-M

a
y

9
-M

a
y

1
6

-M
a

y

2
3

-M
a

y

3
0

-M
a

y

6
-J

u
n

1
3

-J
u

n

2
0

-J
u

n

2
7

-J
u

n

4
-J

u
l

1
1

-J
u

l

1
8

-J
u

l

2
5

-J
u

l

1
-A

u
g

8
-A

u
g

1
5

-A
u

g

2
2

-A
u

g

2
9

-A
u

g

5
-S

e
p

1
2

-S
e

p

1
9

-S
e

p

2
6

-S
e

p

F
ri

a
n

t 
D

a
m

 R
e

le
a

se
 (

cf
s)

Date

RA May 2, 2012 Recommendation (cfs)

Reclamation Reported Actual Releases from Friant Dam (cfs)

307.734 TAF

292.133 TAF

15.601 TAF

7d

7d

22d

Friant Dam Capped Allocation (TAF):

Recommended Friant Dam Interim Flow and Riparian Releases (TAF):

Balance:

Reschedule 6.6 TAF 
after Fall Pulse?

+6.6 TAF=298.733 TAF
-6.6 TAF=9.0 TAF

Comparison of 2012 Interim Flow Release Recommendations for Dry Year with 90% 

exceedence runoff of 770 TAF versus Actual Releases from July 31 forecast of 829 TAF runoff

Compare May 2 RA Recommendations to Actual Releases

Summary
� Reclamation increased RA Recommended July 1-August 31 

summer baseflows of 296 cfs to 350 cfs based on upgraded 
runoff forecast:

�

�

�

May 1 90% forecast: 770 TAF

June 1 50% forecast: 850 TAF

July 31 Actual runoff + 50% forecast for Aug-Sept: 829 TAF 

� Assuming scheduled relase of the Fall Pulse flows . . . 

�

�

15.6 TAF of un-released Interim Flow volume on 2/28/2013 if the 
6.6 TAF not released during September is not re-scheduled. 

9.0 TAF of un-released Interim Flow volume on Feb 28, 2013 if 
the 6.6 TAF not released during September is re-scheduled.

� If the 6.6 TAF is re-scheduled, it would follow RA consults 
with the TAC, SPs, agencies and Pool operators.




