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Responses	  to	  Comments	  
WO-‐1	  

According	  to	  Reclamation’s	  most	  recent	  surveys,	  Reach	  2B	  has	  subsided	  by	  approximately	  0	  to	  0.3	  feet	  
per	  year	  from	  July	  2012	  to	  July	  2015	  (Littell,	  2015).	  In	  comparison,	  Reach	  4A	  has	  subsided	  by	  0.45	  to	  0.6	  
feet	  per	  year	  when	  averaged	  over	  the	  same	  period	  (Littell,	  2015).	  Reclamation	  and	  DWR	  anticipate	  
updating	  all	  the	  SJRRP	  hydraulic	  models	  with	  2015	  LiDAR	  data,	  expected	  in	  summer	  2016.	  Thus,	  the	  
2017	  or	  2018	  Channel	  Capacity	  reports	  should	  include	  in-‐channel	  capacities	  updated	  for	  subsidence	  in	  
all	  reaches,	  which	  includes	  Reach	  2A	  and	  Reach	  2B	  

WO-‐2	  

Reclamation	  flew	  LiDAR	  data	  in	  2015	  and	  is	  expecting	  to	  receive	  that	  data	  in	  spring	  2016.	  After	  
development	  of	  new	  hydraulic	  models	  in	  all	  reaches,	  Reclamation	  and	  DWR	  will	  update	  the	  channel	  
capacity	  in	  all	  reaches	  with	  up	  to	  date	  topography	  that	  includes	  subsidence.	  

WO-‐3	  

As	  noted	  elsewhere	  in	  Wonderful’s	  comments,	  the	  Channel	  Capacity	  Report	  is	  focused	  on	  levee	  related	  
capacity	  concerns	  and	  not	  groundwater	  seepage.	  Reclamation’s	  Seepage	  Management	  Plan	  addresses	  
groundwater	  seepage	  concerns	  as	  a	  result	  of	  the	  San	  Joaquin	  River	  Restoration	  Program.	  Reclamation	  is	  
monitoring	  groundwater	  seepage	  on	  Wonderful’s	  property	  through	  a	  groundwater	  well	  transect	  at	  San	  
Mateo	  Avenue.	  If	  Wonderful	  has	  specific	  areas	  of	  groundwater	  seepage	  concern,	  Reclamation	  is	  willing	  
to	  install	  additional	  groundwater	  monitoring	  wells	  to	  monitor	  these	  effects.	  All	  groundwater	  wells	  the	  
SJRRP	  installs	  have	  thresholds	  established	  in	  them,	  and	  Reclamation	  keeps	  flows	  in	  the	  river	  low	  enough	  
that	  groundwater	  levels	  do	  not	  rise	  above	  thresholds	  as	  a	  result	  of	  Restoration	  Flows,	  as	  described	  in	  
the	  Seepage	  Management	  Plan	  (Reclamation,	  2014).	  Please	  contact	  Katrina	  Harrison	  if	  you	  would	  like	  
additional	  wells.	  

WO-‐4	  

Reclamation	  appreciates	  Wonderful’s	  comments	  on	  the	  Almond	  Root	  Zone	  Study	  Phase	  1,	  and	  has	  
prepared	  written	  responses	  to	  those	  comments	  that	  they	  will	  share	  at	  the	  upcoming	  Seepage	  and	  
Conveyance	  Technical	  Feedback	  Group	  meeting	  in	  the	  end	  of	  January,	  2016.	  As	  discussed	  at	  our	  
December	  17,	  2015	  meeting,	  Reclamation	  understands	  the	  concerns	  of	  the	  growers	  regarding	  the	  
almond	  root	  zone	  change	  and	  is	  committed	  to	  keeping	  with	  the	  existing	  9	  foot	  root	  zone	  plus	  6	  inch	  or	  1	  
foot	  capillary	  fringe	  buffer	  for	  the	  2016	  Restoration	  Year.	  

WO-‐5	  

Reclamation	  agrees	  with	  the	  letter	  from	  Alicia	  Forsythe.	  Restoration	  Flows	  are	  limited	  by	  both	  levee	  
capacities	  and	  groundwater	  seepage.	  Reclamation	  and	  DWR	  have	  updated	  the	  then-‐existing	  channel	  



capacity	  tables	  in	  the	  2016	  Channel	  Capacity	  Report	  (Tables	  ES-‐1,	  8-‐1,	  and	  9-‐1)	  to	  include	  groundwater	  
seepage	  capacities,	  and	  hopefully	  clarify	  this	  point.	  	  

WO-‐6	  

Reclamation	  will	  continue	  to	  monitor	  for	  subsidence	  and	  incorporate	  it	  into	  modeling	  efforts	  as	  
information	  becomes	  available.	  Reclamation	  appreciates	  your	  comments	  on	  this	  document	  and	  thanks	  
you	  for	  your	  time.	  
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